
Speaking Up: Advocacy in Action ..............4
How Do I Make the Case for My Institution? ... 4

Take Action: Contact Congress ..................5
Invite Your Legislators to Meet Locally ........... 5

Meet with Elected Officials Locally:  
A Step-by-Step Guide ...................................... 6

Download and Share Critical Data .............9
Museums as Economic Engines  ..................... 9

Museums and Public Opinion ......................... 9

Build Your Advocacy Skills ..................... 10
Get Ideas for Year-Round Advocacy ...............10

Speak Up for Museums on Social Media ........11

Engage Your Board ..................................11
Your Secret Weapon: Your Board ....................12

Build Relationships with Legislators ........17
Get to Know Your Legislators.......................... 17

Communicating with Legislators ....................18

Communicating with Congress: How Capitol 
Hill Is Coping with the Surge in Citizen 
Advocacy ..........................................................18

How to Make Your Case When Meeting with 
Elected Officials ..............................................19

Ten Rules for Engagement ............................ 20

Complete Your Impact Statements ................21

Learn the Policy Issues ...................................21

Policy Issues at a Glance .................................21

Advocacy and Lobbying Information ............. 22

Worksheets and Resources
Worksheet: Year-Round  
Museum Advocacy Plan ................................. 24

Sample Letter to Senators:  
Support Funding for IMLS Office of  
Museum Services ........................................... 25

Sample Letter to Representatives:  
Invite Congress to Visit Your Museum ........... 26

Museums as Economic Engines .................... 27

National Infographic ................................ 27

State Infographic—Missouri Sample..........28

Museums and Public Opinion (Excerpt) ....... 29

Worksheet: Getting to Know  
Your Legislators ............................................... 31

Worksheet: Economic Impact Statement ..... 32

Worksheet: Educational Impact Statement .. 33

Sample Script: Meeting with Your  
Legislator ........................................................ 35

Museum Facts Infographic ............................ 38

Table of Contents


